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Mohammadan tradition; a Shi'y, or upholder of the
claims of the rival house of 'Aly, and consequently a
despiser of all Sunnis and all things and persons
reverenced by Sunnis; a Manichean, or dualist; a
Muslim of the ultra-puritan sect; an erotic poet of
extremely free notions, a materialist, a Jew,, a
Christian, a Parsy, and a Sabian. This motley group
used to sit together in perfect enjoyment of each
other's society,, telling good stories, discoursing of
letters, arguing on religion or philosophy or what you
will, and all with perfect good-humour and tolerance
of the most diverse opinions.

That debating club shows what a change of country
and the admission of foreign ideas had. made possible
in a Muslim city. But it was a club of men who, we
must believe, were not seriously moved to think at
all. They belonged to various views, because in that
intellectual epoch views were the fashion. But they
were not stirred to search earnestly for the secrets of
the world, they did not trouble themselves with the
question, What is life ? What is the meaning of the
contrast between this luxurious Court of Baghdad,
and the groaning, perishing multitude on whose death
it lives? What will be the end of these things?
And if they really thought seriously about a theory of
life, doubtless that reprobate poet had it all his own
way in the argument.

Two hundred years later a very different society
met together in the city of El-Basra, famous in the
history of Mohammadan theology for the doctors it
"Ks brought up, and so renowned for orthodoxy that